GANDHI AND INDIAN  CIVILIZATION
rated a reign of justice and mercy based on dharrna. But
a man who seizes power and, after attaining his ends,
renounces the means to which he owes success, is one thing;
the man who starts from nothing and reaches the highest
rank by the most unpromising methods is another*
On the whole, we must look for Gandhi's forerunners in
the leaders of sects, the countless men who 'cleared paths'
and 'opened up ways'. In the middle ages and up to the
present, there are examples of such men, coming from all
social and spiritual strata* gathering communities about
them, adopting new gospels, sometimes trying to make their
way in the social or political field by means which they
invariably claimed to derive from those gospels. Such are
Basava in the 12th century with the Lingayats, Ramananda
and Kabir in the 15th century, Nanak, the founder of the
Sikhs, in the 15th and 16th centuries. But what these men
viewed in terms of the locality and of the needs of the sect,
Gandhi conceived for India as a whole.
\^e must turn, however, to the great works of literature
rather than to history, real or legendary. India has always
been the country of Buddhist and Jainist doctrines, the
teaching of the Vedas and Upanishads, the dialectics of the
Vedanta, the Laws of Manu, the discourses of the Great
Epic, a whole treasure-house of gnomic maxims running in
a continuous line from the Buddhist sutras to Tukaram,
Vemana and Ramakrishna. It is the eternal bedrock of
Indian spirituality, the real India.
Gandhi was far from possessing a wide culture, but tradi-
tion is in the reach of all in a country where everything,
even to one of a non-religious turn of mind, as he claims
to have been in his youth, inevitably conjures up the twin
concepts of myth and ritual. He read the 'Gita,' he
reflected on the Upanishads, and he knew enough Sanskrit
to follow in the original such relatively easy and popular
texts as these are.
Beyond doubt a profound sense of mortification, of tapas
or 'ascetic burning' is inherent in the Indian make-up.
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